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Fairview School was excited to welcome two new additions to its Technology Department this 
summer. Mr. Mark Fijor is the new Director of Technology, replacing Mr. Cory who will be teaching 
the Project Lead The Way (PLTW) classes this year. Mr. Fijor comes to Fairview after serving as 
the Technology Coordinator for The Cove School in Northbrook, a K-12 school for students with  
learning disabilities.

Also new to Fairview this year is Ms. Jen Gilbert in the newly created role of Instructional Technology 
Coach. Ms. Gilbert joins the Fairview staff after previously working at Sunset Ridge School District 29 as a 
technology support specialist. As the Instructional Technology Coach, Ms. Gilbert will work with teachers 
to integrate technology into their instruction while also having the opportunity to work with students in  
various capacities.

Mr. Fijor and Ms. Gilbert were not the only new additions to Fairview this summer! Students were greeted 
with new Chromebooks. Students in the grades 3-8 received new Dell Chromebooks, that are designed 
to be rugged and spill proof. Students in grades K-2 will be using CTL J5 Touchscreen Chromebooks, 
a device that combines the functionality of a laptop with the intuitive interface of a touchscreen 
tablet. All K-8 students participated in Chromebook orientations in their classrooms that focused 
on learning how to log-into their device, as well as, reviewing the expectations and responsibilities 
for caring for their devices. 

Also new was the introduction of Clever. Clever is a tool that allows students to log into 
apps, websites, and Chromebooks. Clever allows students to to have one username and 
password for all of their apps and websites. This new way of independently accessing 
online tools in a matter of seconds helps to save valuable instructional time.

Fairview is proud to continue its tradition of using Google’s 
G Suite which includes applications like Google Drive, 
Gmail and Google Classroom. Students will receive 
continual education and support on these tools 
both in the classroom and through a technology 
class (grades 3-4) and PTLW classes  
(grades K-8).

There are also many exciting projects 
and experiences to come later this 
year. Parent education nights are being 
planned to provide learning opportunities 
to all families. Fairview will continue its 
participation in the Hour of Code this 
December, a global experience that exposes 
students, staff and families to coding.

It has been a great start to the year and  
we can’t wait for what’s yet to come!

            
 

• Welcome the new  
Fairview South teachers!

• Student Residency– 
 We Need Your Help!   

   
           • From the Superintendent 

           
• The Louis M. Blumenfeld Fund Event      
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WELCOME THE NEW FAIRVIEW  
           SOUTH TEACHERS!

www.fairview.k12.il.us

Dear Fairview Community,

We have now completed a little more than our first 
month of school and we are thrilled to have the 
children back to school! This year, our school wide 
goal is to become stronger together, or as we like 
to say, #OneFairview. As a Kindergarten through 
Eighth grade school, we have tremendous potential 
to unite as teachers and parents in support of the 
Fairview educational programs and our students. In 
the words of Chicago Bears legend, Walter Payton, 
“We are stronger together than we are alone.”  
I ask all parents and community members to partner 
with us and help us make our school the best in 
Skokie, Niles Township and Illinois!

 
 
This year is off to a fantastic start! I hope to see 
many of you at the various school and community 
events that are planned for this year! Thank you for 
your continued trust and support!
 
Sincerely,  
Cindy Whittaker, Ed.D. 
Superintendent

FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT
DATES TO 

REMEMBER
Shannon Schmidt, a graduate of Northern 
Illinois University, will be teaching 7th and 
8th grade Spanish. Ms. Schmidt spent the 
last two years teaching English in Madrid! 
Ms. Schmidt loves traveling and exploring 
new countries and cultures, trying new foods, 
connecting and meeting new people. 
 
Cory Creswell will be teaching primary 
and middle school art part-time this school 

year. Mrs. Creswell is a graduate of the  
University of Illinois and has many years of 
experience teaching for the Chicago Public 
Schools, and also lives in Chicago with her 
husband and three children. Mrs. Creswell 
believes in choice-based art education, where 
the classroom becomes a child’s art studio.
 
Renee Hannan joins Fairview this year as 
a 7th grade Core teacher. Ms. Hannan 
graduated from Illinois State University this 
past May. While in college, Ms. Hannan 
studied abroad in Florence, Italy. When she 
isn’t teaching Ms. Hannan loves to read!
 
Daniel Gillespie is entering his 2nd year 
at Fairview, and his 1st as a 6th grade 
Core teacher. Mr. Gillespie grew up in the 
area attending high school at Niles West, 
and graduating from Carthage College in 
Wisconsin. Mr. Gillespie enjoys athletics, 
reading, writing, and playing chess in his 
free time. He also speaks and writes fluently  
in Ukrainian! 
 
Jen Gilbert joins Fairview in a brand new 
role this year, Instructional Technology  
 
 

Coach. Ms. Gilbert 
holds her Bachelor’s  
degree from Northern 
Illinois University, a  
Master’s Degree from DePaul University 
and a second Master’s Degree from Tufts  
University. Outside of school, Ms. Gilbert 
enjoys volunteer work with frisbee dog 
shows, traveling and photography. 
 

Emily McBean is a familiar face to Fairview 
and will be teaching 5th grade Math, Science, 
and Core Literature this school year. Emily 
holds her Education Degree from Indiana 
University. Mrs. McBean previously taught 
5th and 6th grade Science at Fairview, and 
after a couple of moves and raising a family, 
she is excited to be back! 
 
Christa Callies has been a part of the 
Fairview family for many years, and will 
be joining the Kindergarten team this year! 
Ms. Callies serves as a leader with the Girl 
Scouts, and is a volunteer in her daughter’s 
Ambassador Troop and Service Unit.  
Ms. Callies is fluent in all aspects of the 
German language and holds her family’s 
culture and traditions dear. 
 
Amina Sayeed joins the Fairview South staff 
as a 6th grade Core teacher.  Mrs. Sayeed 
previous taught Science and Writing in the 
Chicago Public School system. She holds 
a Bachelors in Education from Loyola 
University and a Master’s Degree from 
DePaul University. Mrs. Sayeed enjoys 
volleyball, cooking, travelling and spending    
time with her four children!

October 6, 2017
Institute Day – No School 

October 9, 2017
Columbus Day – No School

October 17, 2017
School Board Meeting

October 27, 2017
PTA Halloween Party

November 9, 2017
Parent - Teacher  

Conference – No School

November 10, 2017
Veteran’s Day – No School

November 22-24, 2017
Thanksgiving Break –  

No School

December 22, 2017- 
January 5, 2018
Winter Break –

No School 
 

 
For more information  

please visit our website 
www.fairview.k12.il.us

 
Follow us on Twitter

@FairviewSD72

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 8  •  11:30AM - 5:00PM
COLETTI’S RESTAURANT, CHICAGO
The Louis M. Blumenfeld Fund was established in memory of former student, Louis Blumenfeld.  
Louis was born in 1992 with a congenital heart defect. His tragic and untimely death in 2006 left an  
imprint on everyone who was lucky enough to have known him. Louis was a true leader and role model for 
others. He possessed a positive attitude and demonstrated kindness towards all individuals with whom he 
came in contact. In order to participate in Fairview athletics and extracurricular clubs, Louis overcame 
medical and physical obstacles. His life example teaches us to focus on our talents and gifts, and not 
dwell on our limitations or setbacks. He taught us to strive toward accomplishments, and always reach to  
achieve our goals.

Lou’s Crew proceeds will benefit the Ann & Robert 
H. Lurie Children’s Hospital in Chicago, specifically 
pediatric Heart Center Research. Proceeds will also 
benefit the Louis M. Blumenfeld Triumph of the Spirit 
Award. This award fosters awareness and respect for 
ethical behavior in a leadership role among students. 
This award is granted every May to one or more 
eighth grade students at Fairview South School  
in Skokie. 

STUDENT RESIDENCY - 
WE NEED YOUR HELP!

Per Illinois School Code and Board 
Policy 7:60: Residence, students 
may attend Fairview on a tuition-
free basis if he or she resides with a 
person who is a resident within the 
District’s boundaries and who has 
legal custody of the student. Often 
the District becomes suspicious of 
a student’s residence because we 
receive returned mail, get a phone 
call from a neighbor reporting 
suspicious behavior or the student 
tells a teacher or classmates that 
they don’t live in Skokie.

We ask that you report any 
student or family that you believe 
may not reside within District 72. 
Please contact Dr. Whittaker at  
(847) 929-1050 and provide her 
with any information you may have 
about the situation. 
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